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FROM THE CAPITOL
News for the 96th District

By Representative Phil Hermanson
April 2, 2009    Volume 2, Number 1
I would like to thank everyone in the 96th District for the opportunity to serve as your State Representative. Whether you voted for me or not, I will promise to represent everyone the best I can.  We live on the South side and I am proud to say so.
I set my goals really high when I arrived in Topeka. I wanted to learn how things worked here so that I could help the 96th district and the South side quickly and efficiently. I made it my number one priority to learn the issues so that I could make educated votes. I would like to explain a few key votes I made and the reason I did so.  I also heard from many of you which requested information on health coverage and prescriptions. So I did a lot of research and have some fantastic news.
47th Street Bridge Update

During the 2010 budget process I made sure that the 47th Street Bridge Project would remain as one of the beneficiaries of the stimulus dollars.
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This is a great project for our district and Wichita as a whole.   Creating jobs, investing in the state, and making the 96th district a better place to live and work are exactly the purpose of the stimulus funds.  Protecting this investment is a top priority.

Budget and School Finance Vote HB 2753
By a vote of 71-53, the House of Representatives today passed a balanced FY 2010 budget that expands health insurance for children and services for those with physical disabilities.
The bill ensures that the state will receive all education related federal stimulus dollars.  The House took measures to allocate these funds solely for education in Kansas.  As was the case when the bill came out of the Appropriations Committee, Kansas public schools, with additional federal support in Title 1 education dollars, will see more money than they did last year.
House bill 2373 will add $4 million to the Home and Community Based Services Physically Disabled waiver as well as 1.2 Million to expand the State Children's Health Insurance Fund (SCHIP).
We have a responsibility to help those who cannot help themselves.  While cuts are inevitable to every agency, a careful balance must be struck to protect the most vulnerable without unfairly disadvantaging other vital state agencies.
By holding firm on the position that education must be considered for a reduction in the 2010 budget we were able to severely limit the harm done to public safety and social service budgets.
I have to caution everyone, if revenues continue to fall further reductions may be necessary.  

Minimum Wage SB 160
The House finally passed a bill increasing the minimum wage in Kansas!  This is about doing the right thing and requiring employers to pay their employees the federal rate. Kansas was one of only a few states who did not meet the federal standard.  This issue has been around for many years and should help the reported 17,000-20,000 employees that currently are paid less than the federal wage.  This will put more money in family’s pockets to help with everyday expenses.  This bill is good for workers, families, our community, and the state!
Health Coverage and Assistance

· If you need information on affordable health coverage dial 211 or e-mail www.sedgwickcounty.org
· To see if your children are eligible for public health coverage, (Medicaid-Healthwave). Call 1-800-792-4884.

Prescription Cost

· Sedgwick County Prescription Discount Card is FREE. Call 660-7673
· Partnership for Prescription Assistance. Call 1-888-4PPA-NOW
· $4 Prescriptions: Try Dillons, K-Mart, Target, and Walmart for these.
· Contact Medical Services Bureau (MSB) has three prescription programs, the Voucher Program, Prescription Drug Program, and the Non-Profit Pharmacy. Individuals can qualify for one or all three depending on the poverty level assessment. Eligibility is determined by visiting a (MSB) representative. They are located at: 1148 S. Hillside Suite 105 or call (316)683-7559.


I carried more bills than any other Freshmen Legislator this year.  I am honored because I feel I obtained valuable experience so I can take care of your family’s needs.  

My committee assignments:
Commerce and Labor

Health & Human Services
Financial Institutions

Insurance



Contact Me
It is a great honor to be your State Representative, and I thank you for that privilege.  Please contact me with your questions and concerns:
At Home: 
5338 S. Mosley  

In Topeka:
State Capitol Building
Wichita, Kansas  67216                        

300 SW 10th Street

316-516-2324 (cell)        


Topeka, KS 66612
                                    



785-296-7696
Toll-free Hotline: 1-800-432-3924      

(If you would like me to attend a meeting, function, or event do not hesitate to contact me.)



Having problems with your unemployment benefits? Call 785-296-3594 or e-mail me for help.


Email addresses still wanted

If you received this communication I obviously already have your email address.  However I would like to expand my email mailing list.  Please feel free to forward this newsletter to others, or send their email addresses directly to me. (Please include your home address.)
philhermanson@cox.net


phil.hermanson@house.ks.gov


NOTICE:  This electronic newsletter is intended as a service to constituents and supporters.  If you wish to be removed from the mailing list, please contact me at either email address listed above.


