[image: image1.jpg]
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By Representative Phil Hermanson
March 4, 2009    Volume 1, Number 1
I would like to thank everyone in the 96th District for the opportunity to serve as your State Representative. Whether you voted for me or not, I will promise to represent everyone the best I can.  We live on the South side and I am proud to say so.
During my campaign I had the privilege to talk with many of you. I tried to find out what were the most important issues to work on. I gathered a lot of information and compiled a list. On the top of the list was helping the economy and the creation of jobs. Next was the outrageous property taxes we pay. Well folks I got good news on both.

[image: image2.jpg]


 Economy and jobs

When I arrived in Topeka, I made the 47th Street Bridge my number one priority. Why? First and foremost, it is an unsafe bridge for your families. Beyond the safety factor, this project which received 23 million in federal stimulus dollars is predicted to create 690 construction jobs and it is anticipated to produce 57 million in economic output during construction. That is just the beginning. The development of the land adjacent to the bridge and improvements made to 47th St. and Broadway could mean hundreds of jobs and tens of millions of dollars. Another added benefit to develop the land will be that 144 homes and 300 acres of land will be taken out of the flood plain. This is a huge win for us! I am following every detail on this project to ensure all funds end up in the right place.

 Out of control property taxes
There is a movement in the House to cap yearly property tax increases to 2%.  It is called Proposition K.   I am a real estate agent who, in the last 10 years of my business, has seen property taxes rise on your homes up to 120%! For a minute, think about increasing your property taxes 120%. With inflation only going up 30% during the same time frame, something is not adding up. How could this happen? I believe it is because our system needs overhauled. In our district, I have seen values raise anywhere from 2%-5%.  Let’s figure this up, 10 years times 2% is 20%. Sounds a lot better than 120% huh? This bill is still in discussion but gaining support. I will follow this bill and give you updates as I receive them.
Energy and Economic Development

House Bill 2014 will create a comprehensive energy plan to benefit all Kansans.  By creating jobs and a renewable energy infrastructure, encouraging further economic development through 
-continued-

regulatory certainty, and adding another Kansas product to export we are ensuring our growing energy needs will be met while providing for the future.  As our demand for energy increases, HB 2014 will keep rates reasonable benefiting all of us!  As technology changes, this bill makes sure that renewable energy sources that will continue to play a larger role in our energy production.
The regulatory certainty piece of this bill will keep the Secretary from acting on his opinion instead of the law.  This will ensure that businesses looking to locate in Kansas will know that the law is the law which will encourage them to invest in Kansas.  This is another way that I am working to create jobs and boost the economy of the 96th district and the state.  


My committee assignments:
Commerce and Labor
Health and Human Services
Financial Institutions
Insurance



Contact Me
It is a great honor to be your State Representative, and I thank you for that privilege.  Please contact me with your questions and concerns:
At Home: 
5338 S. Mosley  

In Topeka:
State Capitol Building
Wichita, Kansas
 67216                        

300 SW 10th Street

316-516-2324 (cell)        


              Topeka, KS 66612
                                    



785-296-7696
Toll-free Hotline: 1-800-432-3924      
(If you would like me to attend a meeting, function, or event do not hesitate to contact me.)


Having problems with your unemployment benefits? Call 785-296-3594 or e-mail me for help.


Email addresses still wanted

If you received this communication I obviously already have your email address.  However I would like to expand my email mailing list.  Please feel free to forward this newsletter to others, or send their email addresses directly to me. (Please include your home address.)
 
philhermanson@cox.net


phil.hermanson@house.ks.gov


NOTICE:  This electronic newsletter is intended as a service to constituents and supporters.  If you wish to be removed from the mailing list, please contact me at either email address listed above.


